
ENC 1102: Writing and Rhetoric II 

Spring 2015 (Section U29) 

 

Instructor: Cayce Wicks 
Class Hours: 9:00-9:50am Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays in PC 447 
Office Hours: 10-11am on Mondays and Wednesdays or by appointment in GL 150 
Email: cwick003@fiu.edu (Email is the best way to reach me, and I’ll usually reply within 24 hours.) 
  
Introduction 

Welcome to ENC 1102: Writing and Rhetoric II, the second half of FIU’s two-part writing sequence. Since much 
of your work here at FIU and beyond will likely involve writing and communication, it’s logical that your first two 
semesters here should focus on writing and thinking critically about how you communicate. Learning to write well, 
much like learning to speak another language, happens gradually and requires lots and lots of practice. In ENC 
1101, you should have gained a basic understanding of rhetoric, how writers communicate effectively to their 
audiences. In ENC 1102, you’ll continue to explore rhetoric, and you’ll also begin learning how to conduct research 
in the university and use that research effectively in your own writing. 
 
By the end of ENC 1102, you should be able to do the following: 

- Write to achieve varying purposes and to engage different audiences; 
- Understand the structure of closed-form arguments (including claim, reasons, evidence, counter-argument, 

and underlying assumptions); 
- Employ effective persuasive appeals; 
- Generate research questions that lead to meaningful inquiry; 
- Show knowledge of conventions of academic research, including the ability to locate, evaluate, and 

document sources and to incorporate sources effectively into your work; 
- Further your rhetorical vocabulary for understanding and talking about writing, becoming more adept at 

understanding and employing rhetorical concepts taught in ENC 1101 and learning new concepts related to 
research and argumentation; 

- Understand the complexities of academic plagiarism. 
  
Course Materials 

 

Required Texts: 

- Ramage, John, John Bean and June Johnson. The Allyn and Bacon Guide to Writing. New York: Pearson, 
2013. Customized for Florida International University. Fifth edition. ISBN: 9781269453141. 

- Lunsford, Andrea. The Everyday Writer. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2013. Customized for Florida 
International University. Fifth edition. ISBN: 9781457673221. 

  
Required Online Components: 

- Blackboard - We will be using Blackboard for online discussions and the sharing of various course 
information such as assignment sheets and weekly schedules. Complete login instructions are available at 
ecampus.fiu.edu. For help, visit http://ecampus.fiu.edu/student_help.php. 

http://ecampus.fiu.edu/
http://ecampus.fiu.edu/
http://ecampus.fiu.edu/student_help.php
http://ecampus.fiu.edu/student_help.php


- Turnitin.com - Turnitin.com will be used through Blackboard to submit both major essays and smaller 
homework assignments. Through Turnitin.com, you can view and print my comments and grades on your 
work. Turnitin.com also monitors submitted assignments for plagiarism. 

- Email: It is your responsibility to check your FIU email at least once between every class session. 
  

Other Resources: 

- FIU’s Center for Excellence in Writing (writingcenter.fiu.edu) - The CEW provides students with free, 
one-on-one feedback sessions for any writing assignment. 

- Google Drive (drive.google.com) – Google Drive (formerly Google Docs) provides free online document 
storage and word processing. 

- FIU Department of English Website (writing.fiu.edu) - Our department website has a variety of 
resources to help you become familiar with your rights and responsibilities as an FIU student. 

  

Other Materials: 

- A two-pocket folder for submitting your final revision portfolio (optional). 
  
Policies 

 

Participation: Your written and spoken contributions to this class are essential, both for your own improvement 
as a writer and critical thinker and for the class as a whole. Much of our time in class will consist of large- and 
small-group discussions as well as in-class writing assignments, and while each class session will have specific goals 
or outcomes, it’s really up to you to determine the mood of the class. By offering your own insights, opinions and 
questions, you’ll make the class discussion more fun and interesting for everyone. In order to make good 
contributions, however, you’ll need to come to class prepared. This means completing reading and writing 
assignments prior to class so that you can participate fully in the discussion. I will occasionally give unannounced 
quizzes to gauge your preparedness. 
  

In order to encourage engagement in class discussions, the use of electronic devices such as phones, 

laptops, tablets, or anything beginning with i is prohibited unless otherwise noted. 

  
Showing up to class on time and attending regularly will earn you a 75% participation grade. Anything above that 
will require more effort on your part. You can improve your participation grade by: contributing regularly to 
class discussion with informed opinions and questions, participating actively during group work, staying alert and 
engaged throughout class. You can damage your participation grade by: showing up late to class, missing class 
frequently, talking while others are talking, using your laptop, tablet or phone for non-class-related tasks, sleeping. 
Attendance: The work we do in class will be directly connected to homework and major writing assignments. As 
such, attendance—including arriving on time—is crucial, and will be a significant part of your participation grade. If 
you arrive more than five minutes past the starting time of class, you will be considered late. Per English 
Department policy, you must attend 80% of face-to-face meetings in order to pass this class.  

Office Hours: As stated above, I hold office hours on Mondays and Wednesdays or by appointment. Office hours 
are your time to get personalized feedback on any of the work we do in class. Skype conferences are also an option 
if you can’t make it to office hours. 

http://writingcenter.fiu.edu/
http://docs.google.com/
http://writing.fiu.edu/


Grading: To pass ENC 1102, you must receive a final grade of C or higher, and you must submit a satisfactory draft 
of all of the major essay assignments. Your final grade consists of the following components: 

- Units 1 and 2: Exploratory Essay (15%) with Field Research (10%) and Annotated Bibliography (5%) 
- Unit 3: Proposal for Final Paper (10%) 
- Unit 4: Classical Argument or Solution Proposal (25%) 
- Homework/Online/In-class Work (20%) 
- Participation/Attendance (15%) 
  

You must submit a satisfactory draft of all three major essays in order to pass this course. 

 

Revisions: At the end of the semester, I will allow you to revise the Exploratory Essay and the Proposal for the 
Final Paper. If the revision shows significant improvement, you will receive a higher grade, which will replace the 
original grade. In order to submit a revision, you must first submit a draft and receive a grade and comments. 
Deductions for lateness carry over to revised grades. 
Late Work: No late homework assignments will be accepted without permission from the instructor prior to the 
assignment deadline. Late final drafts lose five points per day late. 
Formatting: All work, unless otherwise noted, should be typed, double-spaced, in 12-point Times New Roman 
font with black type. Pages must be numbered and should have standard one-inch margins on all sides. Major 
essays should adhere to MLA format, which we will discuss in greater detail. 
Plagiarism: Since the goal of this course is to gain experience writing and thinking critically, plagiarizing someone 
else’s writing, ideas, or work (presenting it as your own) defeats our purpose. While we will discuss plagiarism in 
class, it is your responsibility to familiarize yourself with FIU’s strict disciplinary policies regarding plagiarism, 
which are available at policies.fiu.edu. 
 
It is your responsibility to monitor your grades via Blackboard. I do not give progress reports. If you are 

curious about your standing in this class, please speak with me. Addressing your questions and concerns 

is part of my job. In the unlikely event that we can't resolve an issue, you can contact Kimberly 

Harrison, director of writing programs, or Mike Creeden, associate director. 


